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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend the claims as shown in the following Claim Listing. 
CLAIM LISTING: 
Claim 1. (Cancelled). 

Claims 2- 1 5 (Cancelled). 

16. (Previously Presented) A modified musical wind instrument having a key 
assembly comprising: 

a first post mounted to an instrument body; 

a second post mounted to the instrument body; 

at least one lotatable tubular section axially mounted between the first post and 
the second post, the at least one tubular section having a first end and a second end, the at 
least one tubular section having at least one key disposed thereon; and 

at least one wear protection member comprising a wear-resistant, non-metallic 
interface insert fixed in at least one of the first post, the second post, the first end, the 
second end, and the key; 

wherein the insert reduces fiiction, key wear, and noise made by movement of the 

key, 

1 7. (Previoxisly Presented) The modified musical wind instrument of 
claim 16, wherein the first end of the tubular section is positioned against the first post, 
and wherein the at least one wear protection member is fixed in the first end, thereby 
preventing contact between the first end and the first post, wherein the at least one wear 
protection member is annular. 

1 8. (Previously Presented) The modified musical wind instrument of 
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claim 16, wherein (he first end of the tubular section is positioned against the first post, 
and wherein the at least one wear protection member is fixed in the first post, thereby 
preventing contact between the first post and the first end. 

1 9 . (Previously Presented) The modified musical wind instrument of 
claim. 16, wherein the first end of the tubular section is positioned against the first post, 
and wherein the at least one wear protection member is fixed, each in the first end and in 
the first post, thereby preventing contact between the first post and the first end. 

20. (Previously Presented) The modified musical wind instrument of 
claim 19, wherein the at least one wear protection member fixed in the first end is annular 
and the at least one wear protection member fixed in the first post is tubular. 

2 1 . (Previously Presented) The modified musical wind instrument of 
claim 16, wherein the first end and the second end of the tubular section are each 
positioned against the first post and the second post respectively, wherein the at least one 
wear protection member is fixed in each of the first end, the first post, the second end, 
and the second post, and wherein each wear protection member contacts a corresponding 
wear protection member. 

22. (Previously Presented) The musical wind instrument of claim 16, 
wherein the interface insert is an annular member. 

23 . (Previously Presented) The musical wind instrument of claim 1 6, 
wherein the interface insert is a tubular member. 

24. (Previously Presented The musical wind instrument of claim 1 6, 
wherein the interface insert is a cone sh^ed member. 
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25. (Previously Presented) The musical wind instrument of claim 16, 
wherein the inter&ce insert is a solid material selected from the group consisting of 
plastic and ceramic. 

26. (Previously Presented) The modified musical wind instrument of 
claim 16, wherein the key comprises a roller bolt mounted to the tubular section and a 
roller bolt housing substantially covering the roller bolt^ wherein the at least one wear 
protection member is disposed between the roller bolt and the roller bolt housing. 

27. (Previously Presented) The modified musical wind instrument of 
claim 16 further comprising a shaft axially disposed within the at least one tubular 
section, the shaft having a mating end mated to a cone shaped member, the cone shaped 
member being configured to be received in a corresponding apertiure in the first post, 
thereby preventing direct contact between the shaft and the first post. 

28. (Previously Presented) The modified musical wind instrument of 
claim 16, wherein the first post and the second post each have a groove configured to 
receive the at least one wear protection member therein. 

29. (Previously Presented) The modified musical wind instrument of 
claim 28, wherein the interface insert is an annular member or a tubular member. 

3 0. (Previously Presented) The modified musical wind instrument of 
claim 16, wherein the at least one tubular section has a groove disposed in an end point, 
wherein the groove is configured to receive a wear protection member therein. 

3 1 . (Previously Presented) The modified musical wind instrument of 
claim 16 having three rotatable tubular sections arranged end-on-end, wherein the at least 
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one wear protection member is disposed at the areas of contact between each of tiie three 
tubular sections. 

32. (Previously Presented) The modified musical wind instrument of 
claim 16, wherein the at least one wear protection member is positioned between all 
sections of the instrument mechanism which come into contact with each other. 

33. (Previously Presented) The modified musical wind instrument of 
claim 16, wherein the wind instrument is a flute. 

34. (Previously Presented) The modified musical wind instrument of 
claim 16, wherein the wind instrument is a piccolo. 

35. (Previously Presented) A method of modifying a musical wind 
instrument comprising: 

providing a musical wind instrument having a key assembly comprising a first 
post mounted to an instrummt body, a second post mounted to the instrument body, at 
least one rotatable tubular section axially mounted between the first post and the second 
post, the at least one tubular section having a first end and a second end, the at least one 
tubular section having at least one key disposed thereon; 

fashioning at least one groove into at least one of the first post, the second post, 
the first end, the second end, and the key; 

inserting at least one wear protection member into the at least one groove, the at 
least one wear protection member comprising a wear*resistant, non-metallic interface 
insert, wherein the at least one wear protection member is fixed into the at least one 
groove. 
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